Background
 There has been dramatic growth in the number of hospices in the U.S., with more than 900 new hospices since 2000 (a 41% increase)  However, only 39% of decedents in 2008 received hospice care and there is persistent evidence of disparities in hospice use by  Race/ethnicity (Han, 2006; Lackan, 2004; Greiner, 2003; Connor, 2002; Virnig, 2000 )  Income (Lackan, 2004 Greiner, 2003; Virnig, 2000)  Education (Lackan, 2004; Greiner, 2003)  Given that more than 90% of hospice care involves staff making home visits, proximity to a hospice is important in ensuring access to hospice services 
